Drear Ma. Stoont,

In accordance with the “Board Member Remote Participation Policy” adopted by the Board on Augus 11,
2021 and after consultation with you, 1 am directing that the December 2022 meeting of the Boatd be
conducted virtually through exclusively remate participation pursaant to Section 2.4 of that policy. In sup;ort
of this directive, | have determined that, bascd on the following circumstances, there exists an emesgenc. of
urgent issue which, pursuant to the policy, requices the Boaed to meet by entitely cemote methods on Decer s ser
g, 2022

1. The Secretary of the 1.5, Depastment of Fealth and Human Services first proclaimed on Januar, 3,
20120, and most socently renewad on October 13, 2022, the nationwide public health emergency (PiiL)
due to the continued consequences of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) panderiie,
(hitps/ fasprhhe.gov/lesal /PR P, VD1 24002022280

2. The Commissioncs of the Maive Department of Heald and Human Services declared on July 1, 01121
a health emergeney due to the continued consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, whnch -aail
remain in effect tirough the duration of the PIIE dedared by the Secretary of the U.3. Departme::: of
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3, ‘The acting Secteraty of the U.5. Department of Healdh and Human Services wrote 2 letter b all
Goversiors on Januaty 22, 2021 stating, “To assuze you of our commitment to the ongomg tespoiise,
we have determined that the PHE will Jikely rermain in place for the entirety of 2021, and when a

decision, 18 made to terminate the dedaration or let iz expite, HHS will provide states with 60 wlays'
notice prior to 15 tepnination.” (hitpsil/ect.georgetown.e - uple, Py’ lie-
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4, Ffforts to combat the pandomic contioue in Maine where, as of November 29, 2022, 301 17 resicionty
have been infected (216,233 confitmed and 85,084 probable), 6,340 residents have been hogpiraiized
with the wiras, and 2722 people have died Ffrom the vims since Janvaty =020
(herps/ L wneov/dhns frasede/ nfectious-dives i [nirhorne /coronay aslitml.

5. As of November 29, 2022, the numbet of new COVID-19 infections in Maine a5 confirmed by teviag
Liings the seven-day average of aew cases in the State to 122 the number of new cases (confirmed nd
probable) statewide is 855; the number of current hospitalizations is 117 (with 18 in critical gare). the
aumber of validated vaccine breakthrough cases is 121,334; the fotal number of deatbs is 2.°22.
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6. Vieuses like SARS-CoV.2 continuously evolve. The Omicrop variant of SARS-CoV-2 (inehuiing
E.1.1.529, BA.1, BAL, BA2, BAS, BA4 aod BA.S lineages) Is curtently classified as o Vaoan: of
Concern, As of November 29, 2022, the Omicron variant represents 100 percent of all sequenced
samples collected in Maine.

7. On November 29, 2022, all 16 of Maine's counties are in “low” tansmission as defined by the US
Centexs for Disease Control & Prevention, : shadegor frovid-dara-tockend/ oy aty-
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8, An in-person meeting of the Board is foresceably Jikely to result 1o an ineteased risk of exposure & the
COVID-19 vixns, which has an incubation period of 2-14 days before the onsct of spmptoms. fir
members of the Board, its staff, licensees, and members of the public.



9. Conducting an in-pacson Board meeting oo December 8 is not practicable due to the widespread rise
in COVID-19 infections and the potential exposure o the COVID-19 vitus to Board members an o
members of the public. Therefore, after consultation with you, X bave determined that there i~ an
emergency such that the December 8 Boacd meeting shall be held entirely remnostely a8 the best we to
protect the safety and wellbeing of the members of the Poard, its sraff, licensees, and members o the

public.
There will be no physical location where members of the public may aftend this meeting, The Board wilk

contiout to provide members of the public 2 meaningful opporturity to attend the mecting remotely via Zeotm
a8 it hos succpssflly done since Aprl of 2020. Please post this determination to the Boacd website and upyate

the agenda o'y Xt?iﬂf mation a5 soon as possible.
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John K(}ad&is, D5, ~Vige Chair




